
 
Medlock Valley Research  

 
If you wish to find out more about the Medlock Valley in east Manchester the following list of 
documentation and links might be of help. 
 

   
 

 
 
 



Philips Park  
·  Famous People with Manchester Associations - Dalton (Manchester Central Library) 

·  Born 1896 - Mary Bentley (Manchester Central Library) 

·  Parks for the People (Manchester Central Library) 

·  Philip's Park Centenary Booklet 1946 - Manchester Recreational Services Department 

·  Love and Barton 1849 

·  Park Keepers Book (Manchester Central Library, microfilm only), one copy still at park. 

·  My Manchester - Frank Pritchard (Manchester Central Library) also mentions Philips Park. 

·  M723/9 - City Surveyors File: Philips Park & Cemetery 1890-1938 (Manchester Central Library, 
Archives) 

·  M723/46 - City Surveyors File: Parks 1896-1899 (Manchester Central Library, Archives) 

·  Ms 352.7M5 - Scrapbook relating to the establishment of Manchester Parks 1844-1846 
(Manchester Central Library, Archives) 

·  MF 593 - Philips Park Keepers Day Book 1847-1851 (Manchester Central Library, Archives) 

·  M126/6/1/1 - Draft petition from persons living near Philips Park that plants [were being] destroyed 
by vapours from iron galvanising works 1881 Parks and Cemeteries Committee Minutes  1846-
1907 75 volumes [series 1], 1880-1900 11 volumes [series 2] (Manchester Central Library, 
Archives) 

·  Msf 942.72 R121, volume 46, page 19 - Description in Archdeacon John Rushtons visitations 
(Manchester Central Library, Archives) 

·  “Nellie’s Book” - Chris Foote-Wood 

·  Joshua Major (1786–1866) English landscape gardener, who designed some of the earliest public 
parks in Manchester (Philips and Queen's, and Peel at Salford). The Theory and Practice of 
Landscape Gardening (1852) mentions Philips Park. (Manchester University Special Collections) 

·  "The Biography of Philips Park, Manchester 1846-1996" by Allan R Ruff, Occasional Paper 56 - 
2000 ISBN: 0-906107-92-S (School of Planning at University of Manchester, Tel: 0161 275 6904 
E: Occ.Papers@man.ac.uk). 

·  Photograph - details uncertain but possibly the photograph was taken on Tulip Sunday in Philips 
Park, Manchester in 1914. Photographer: Mr. Henry Cuthbert. - ref.  2152/94  - date: 1914 (Greater 
Manchester County Record Office: Photographs related to the Family of Walter Fisher) 

·  Photograph - Walter Fisher in 1910 when in the Boys' Brigade (centre, standing). Taken in Philips 
Park. (Photographer HE.J. Edwards, Abergele Rd, Colwyn Bay. Postcard. - ref.  831/34  - date: 
1910 (Greater Manchester County Record Office: Photographs related to the Family of Mrs Shaw) 

·  Photograph - Tinted postcard showing Philips Park, Manchester. - ref.  981/31  - date: No Date ( 

·  Greater Manchester County Record Office: Photographs related to Mrs Worrall and family) 

·  Photograph - Philips Park, Miles Platting. - ref.  12/13  - date: No Date (English Heritage National 
Monuments Record: Nigel Temple [TEM01/01: PC10374 - PC06063] 

·  Postcards of public parks and gardens - ref. TEM01/01 GENERAL VIEW SHOWING TULIP BEDS, 
plus others (General view) - ref.  PC10609  - date: 1900 - 1905 (English Heritage National 
Monuments Record: Nigel Temple) 

·  ST. PAUL, PHILIP'S PARK, BRADFORD Catalogue Ref. M459, Church of England, Bradford St 
Paul Parish, Greater Manchester (Manchester Central Library Archives). 

·  Philips Park joint siding, Manchester - ref.  A19/4/108  - date: 1899, LYR Plans showing areas of 
allotments as proposed by LYR (Philips park sidings) - ref.  A19/4/130, LYR Philips Park sidings (2 
copies, 1 coloured) - ref.  A19/4/156  - date: 1901, LYR Philips Park sidings (tracing showing 
several purchases made by LYR on Joint A/C and additional land purchase not on joint A/C) - ref.  
A19/4/169, LM and SO Rly - Philips Park Sidings, Improved toilets - ref.  A19/4/853  - date: 1944,  
LM and SO Rly - Philips Park Sidings - Improved toilet facilities - ref.  A19/4/872  - date: 1945 
(Greater Manchester County Record Office: Railway Plans and Drawings) 

·  All work and no play (http://www.countryscape.org/allwork/) 

·  Manchester Guardian, Aug 22, 1846; Page: 9 "The Parks", article of the opening. 

 
 



Clayton Vale  
·  Famous People with Manchester Associations - Dalton (Manchester Central Library) 

·  Born 1896 - Mary Bentley (Manchester Central Library) 

·  East Manchester Remembered - Frank Pritchard (Manchester Central Library) also mentions 
Philips Park. 

·  Manchester Walks and Wildflowers 1858  - Leo H Grindon, author of Manchester Flora (Archives 
Central Library, Ashton Under Lyne) 

·  Smallpox Hospital, Clayton Vale.  Papers and nursing memorabilia of Mrs Audrey Hudson (nee 
Greenwood-Smith) Ref AHAS 2/2, Creator  Greenwood-Smith, Audrey, Covering Dates  1920-
1988.  2 boxes; paper; mixed.  Contact:  Hospital Archivist, Box 53, Addenbrooke's NHS Trust, 
Hills Road, Cambridge, CB2 2QQ, Tel: 01223 586737, Fax: 01223 257143, 
Hilary.Ritchie@addenbrookes.nhs.uk, www.addenbrookes.org.uk/serv/nonclin/archive.html 

·  Photograph taken in 1912 at Clayton Bridge. Leslie Carter, a naval cadet built a model ship "the 
Gigantic". He was taking it, in a wheel-barrow, to launch it on the 'Leg of Mutton' pond, Clayton 
Vale. To mark the occasion some of his friends, provided suitable music on the tin whistle and 
trumpet. Leslie's grandfather was a neighbour of the great grandparents of the donor's wife. Leslie 
is in cadet's uniform, next to his brother, Clifford. The person in the background is unknown. - ref.  
1908/17  - date: 1912 (Greater Manchester County Record Officer). 

·  The 'Leg of Mutton' pond, Clayton Vale in 1912. Leslie Carter has launched his ship "the Gigantic". 
- ref.  1908/18  - date: 1912 (Greater Manchester County Record Officer). 

·  Clayton Vale Centre The first proposal for the Visitor/information centre was mentioned on the 
subject plan in 1981.  Medlock Minutes of the Medlock Valley Officers Working Party (Oldham 
Countryside Services). 

·  Images and photographs (Manchester Central Library - http://www.images.manchester.gov.uk/) 

·  "Walk the Walk" - Environment Agency Case Study No 5 (can be downloaded at:  
http://publications.environment-
agency.gov.uk/epages/eapublications.storefront/49898afb00138818273fc0a8029606ab/Product/Vi
ew/GEHO0207BLZE&2DE&2DE) Product Code GEHO0207BLZE-E-E 

·  Manchester Corporation Electricity Department 1917-1941, files about Clayton Vale.  Manchester 
Central Library Archives, Ref GB127.M338. 

·  Dreyfus Memorial, Manchester Parks and Cemeteries Department 1938 - short historical survey.  
States Dreyfus Memorial R.G. (Rose Gardens?), acquired by Manchester Corporation in 1920 and 
comprised little over 5 acres.  Manchester Central Library Archives, 712,5Ma1. 

·  Smallpox Hospital - Manchester City Health Report 1964 (Central Library Manchester), mention of 
a Medical Officer Dr Tatham opening a Smallpox hospital in Clayton Vale in 1893 in "a shed type 
of building.... now demolished. ...an invaluable asset for isolation of acute cases in the Manchester 
smallpox outbreak of 1894."  John Pickstone's "Medicine and Industrial Society" brief mention of 
Clayton Vale Hospital, talks of remote accommodation .."Manchester used an old factory premises 
in Clayton Vale" [ pg 176]. 

·  Smallpox Hospital - Peter Mohr suggests best reference is in "Observations on the History of 
Public Health Effort in Manchester", a report written for the city of Manchester in 1923 by James 
Niven.  Section on Clayton Hospital. (Central Library Manchester).  Redford book of local history 
suggests that the site belonged to the Cleansing Committee. 

·  Smallpox Hospital - AGHAST/2 donated by The Addenbrooke's League of Nurses to the Hospital 
Archives.  Material that mentions the Smallpox Hospital is patient notes and what looks like her 
notes for passing the infections diseases exam.  Addenbrooke's Hospital Archives. 
(www.addenbrookes.nhs.uk). Ref AHAS 2/2 and AGHAST/2. 

·  Smallpox Hospital - Clayton Vale (Small-pox) Hospital Manchester - 32 beds, Source: Local 
Government Board 35th Report 1905-06 p.409, Submitted by Alan Longbottom 
(http://www.institutions.org.uk/hospitals/england/lancs/clayton_vale_hospital.htm). 

·  Looking Back at Newton Heath - Newton Heath Historical Society 1993, Willow Publishing. 

 
 



River Medlock  
·  The Lost Rivers of Manchester - Geoffrey Ashworth (Manchester Central Library), Willow 

Publishing ISBN 0-946361-12-6. 

·  Images and photographs (Manchester Central Library - http://www.images.manchester.gov.uk/) 

·  Details of 1872 (Museum of Science and Industry, Manchester) 

·  Great Flood 13th July 1872 - The Annals of Manchester by William E.A.Axon.  (Manchester Central 
Library) 

·  The Manchester Guardian Feb 2, 1874;  Page 5 - Copy of poem 'Evening Walk' about River 
Medlock and Irk. 

·  The Great Flood 1872 - Lyrics of song and recording of the song (1988) in Underground 
Manchester gallery.  Manchester Museum Science and Industry, www.msim.org.uk. 

·  Exploring Greater Manchester, A Fieldwork Guide - 1988 Manchester Geographical Society 

·  Friedrich Engels, Condition of the Working Class in England, 1845 (multiple publishers) - 
http://www.marxists.org/archive/marx/works/1845/condition-working-class/ 

·  A History of the County of Lancaster: Volume 4 Year published 1911, Author - William Farrer & J. 
Brownbill (editors).  Detailed local histories of the city of Liverpool, Wigan and most of greater 
Manchester. The rest of Merseyside is treated in volume III.                                                  
www.british-history.ac.uk/report.asp?compid=41410 

·  Where the Mighty Medlock Flows - 
http://www.manchesteronline.co.uk/mancunian/expats/s/68/68275_where_the_mighty_medlock_flo
ws.html 

 
 
Medlock Valley in east Manchester  
·  The Medlock Valley Nature Trail - The Medlock and Tame Valley Conservation Committee, 1980's 

(Archives Central Library, Ashton Under Lyne) 

·  Medlock and Tame Valley Conservation Association, Volumes 1 (1969-73), 2 (1973-75), 3 (1976-
78), Central Library Ashton Under Lyne. 

·  The Plants and Animals of the Medlock Valley - The Medlock and Tame Valley Conservation 
Committee, 1980's (Archives Central Library, Ashton Under Lyne) 

·  Images and photographs (Manchester Central Library - http://www.images.manchester.gov.uk/) 

 
 
Leisure Services and Medlock Valley Publications  
·  Clayton Vale Heritage Trail (booklet available in resources section) - covers Medlock Valley in east 

Manchester. 

·  Images and photographs (Manchester Central Library - http://www.images.manchester.gov.uk/) 

 

Maps 
·  Johnsons 1820 Map of Lancaster 

·  1848 Ordinance Survey 6 inch map of Manchester 

·  1888 Ordinance Survey 6 inch mpa CIV7 & CIV8 

·  1898 Ordinance Survey 6 inch mpa CIV7 & CIV8 

·  1909 Ordinance Survey 6 inch mpa CIV7 & CIV8 

·  1923/33 Ordinance Survey 6 inch mpa CIV7 & CIV8 

 
Images/Photographs  
·  http://www.images.manchester.gov.uk/ 


